W 


* | * "= * , . © + Y "I, G 
. „ 3 = 
: 
- = 
A HALO 


| PLAIN AND SERIOUS 


EXHORTATION 


—”,OOO7 ————x — — — 


29 


PRISONERS. 


© Ip 


DEBTORS axv CRIMINALS. 


£ 0 N 2 Ge 


Printed for Joux RivixcToN, Bookſeller to The 
Society for promoting Chriſtian Knowledze, at the Bible 
and Crown (No 62.) in St Paul's Church-yard, 


M DCC LXXY, 


[Price 3d. or 25, 6d. a Dozen to Thoſe who buy them to 
_ > diſtribute ia Priſons, ] 


” — 


o 


FX 
1 


S 


A 


FL AIN and SERIGULS 
EXHOR TATION, &c. 


N + H E Repreſentations lately made 


* *% 
OVER of the great Number of unhappy 


- 42 Perſons confined in the ſeveral 

Prifons of this Kingdom for Debt, 
cannot fail to ſtrike every reflecting Man 
with very painful Senſations : To which, if 
we add the amazing Number of Criminals 
likewiſe, it ſhocks us almoſt beyond bear- 
Ing. 

To what Cauſe this ſurprizing Increaſe of 
late Years is to be attributed, is not eaſy to 
determine, One Thing 1s very evident; it 
ſhews great defect in our religious Princi- 
ples, and muſt convince us, that whatever 
Appearance we may make Abroad, as a 
mercantile or a warlike Nation, we are cer- 
tainly in ourſelves a diſſolute People; and 
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that the Fear of Gov, and a Senſe of our 
Duty, are in a great meaſure loſt amongſt 
us; which if not retrieved may draw down 
ſome ſevere national Puniſhment. But, 
without enlarging upon this melancholy 
Subject, it is undoubtedly much to be 
wiſhed, that ſome Method could be found 
out to make theſe unhappy Perſons profit 
in this School of Adverſity; whereas it is 
obſervable that, as Things are at preſent, 
moſt of them, if they recover their Liberty, 
go out from theſe Walls more abandoned 
than when they entered them, literally ful- 
filling what our bleſſed Saviour ſays of the 
Man poſſeſſed by a wicked Spirit, that his 
laſt State became much worſe than his firſt, 
I have often thought, that if the worthy 
Clergymen, who are placed near theſe 
Houles of Confinement, eſpecially in our 
great Metropolis, would kindly aſſiſt him, 
whoſe more immediate Province it is, and 
uſe their joint Endeavours in gaining over 
thoſe that are under his Care, to a true 
Senſe of Religion and their Duty, it could 
not fail to have an happy Influence: And 
moreover, if the Keepers of the ſeveral 
Priſons would carefully ſeparate ſuch as 


are moſt abandoned, from thoſe, whoſe 
Morals 
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Morals are not ſo far tainted, it would pre- 
vent the ſpreading of the Contagion of Vice, 
which is now ſo much complained of “. 
Till theſe or ſome other Methods ſhall be 
put in Practice, I cannot help thinking, 
that a plain and ſerious Exhortation, ſuited 
to the particular Circumſtances of theſe un- 
fortunate Perſons, and put into their Hands, 
before their Minds are rendered callous by 
long Confinement, might be attended with 
ſome happy Conſequence. — I am willing 
at leaſt to try, and with this View have ſet 
myſelf to draw up this following earneſt 
Addreſs, lincerely hoping, that by the Bleſs- 
ing of Gop it may find Admittance to the 
Hearts of ſome of them. 


I ſhall conſider theſe Perſons under three 
different Claſles : 


1. As Priſoners for Debt, 

2. As Criminals confined for ſmall Of- 
fences. 

3. As Malefactors convicted of capital 
Crimes, and condemned to die. 


4 3 To 


* Sir Joux FiELbixG has been endeavouring for 
fome Time paſt to introduce this neceſſary Regulation 
into our Priſons, and it is greatly. to be wiſhed it may 
be. accompliſhed, 
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To each of theſe I ſhall apply myſelf ſe- 


parately, beginning with thoſe who are 
Priſoners for Debr. 
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Would wiſh you to be aſſured, my un- 
fortunate Brethren, that this Exhortation 
comes from One, who does not mean to re- 
proach you for your paſt Conduct, bur who 
feels for you with a true Chriftian Compaſe 
ſion, and heartily wiſhes to adminiſter ſome 
Comfort. I am not inſenſible that ſome of 
you have been brought into theſe Difficul- 
ties through unforeſeen Accidents, ſuch as 
even a large Share of human Prudence could 
hardly have prevented. In this Caſe it be- 
hoves you to put your full Truſt and Con- 
fidence in God, to continue to ſerve Him 
faithfully, and to entertain no Doubt, but 
that He, in his appointed Time, will raiſe 
you up Friends, who ſhall be the Means of 
your Deliverance, 


Others 
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Others among you have fallen into your 
Misfortunes through an imprudent Ma- 
nagement of your Affairs. Tou have either 
launched out into ſome Buſineſs, for which 
you were not ſufficiently qualified, or thro? 
an immoderate Thirſt after Gain, you have 
adventured much too far, even beyond all - 
Probability of Succeſs, Under either of 
theſe Suppoſitions, you mult confeſs your- 
ſelves highly blameable, and feel much for 
your Injuſtice, in hazarding what was not 
your own, to the great Prejudice of thoſe 
who were connected with you. 


But the moſt common Caſe, and that, to 
which I ſhall ſpeak more largely, is, where 
you have brought Ruin upon yourſelves by 
a vitious and debauched Life; and, without 
regard to Principle, have contracted Debts, 
when there was ſcarce the leaſt Probability 
of ever diſcharging them, merely to anſwer 
the Purpoſe of ſome preſent Indulgence. 
It is difficult to conceive a Conduct more 
criminal than this. — But it is not my De- 
ſign to exaggerate Faults; I would rather 
wiſh to remedy them, 


Now it is not unuſual for Men under your 
Circumſtances to vent much Indignation 
againſt thoſe Perſons at whoſe Suit they have 
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been deprived of their Liberty — ſuch a 
Conduct argues no leſs Injuſtice than Folly; 
for what have theydone to merit this Treat- 
ment from you? They have only diſcharg- 
ed the Duty that was due to their own Fa- 
miles, in defending their Property, when 
it appears, that you had a Deſign of de- 
frauding them. Without giving way there- 
fore to ſuch unjuſt Reſentment, be per- 
ſuaded to think, that this Calamity, which 
has now befallen you, 1s a Viſitation from 
Almighty Gop, who in his Mercy makes 
uſe of this Method to bring you to a due 
Senſe of the heinous Guilt of your paſt 
Conduct.—But this is a Train of Thought, 
of which probably you have no Concep- 
tion, Thoſe few Principles of Religion, 
which you imbibed in your earlier Days, 
have long ſince been obliterated ; and from 
the Time you have entered into publick 
Life, all your Views and Schemes have been 
to enjoy as much of the good Things of 
the World, as you could find Means of 
engroſſing, without troubling yourſelf with 
the Dread of what may ſucceed. hereafter, 
If this has been your Cale, believe me, you 
will find no Eaſe, till you have altered your 


hole Syſte m of thinking; and this is only 
to 
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to be done by deep and ſerious Meditation; 
and when can you enter upon this profitable 
Exerciſe more ſeaſonably than now, when 
the World and the Concerns of it are for a 
Time ſhut out? Now the firſt Step I 
would recommend to you for this good 
Purpoſe, is to reflect with Seriouſneſs upon 
your paſt Life, and to ſay, whether you 
have ever felt a real Pleaſure in thoſe Ex- 
ceſſes, in which you have ſo often indulged; 
whether all they have afforded has not been 
a ſhort lived tumultuary Joy, a momen- 
tary Reſpite from inward Uneaſineſs, rather 
than a true and ſolid Satisfaction. If you 
acknowledge this, as I am perſuaded you 
mult, then let me further aſk you, whether 
there is not reaſon to ſuſpect that you have 
miſtaken your true Happineſs; and whe- 
ther, conſidering thoſe excellent Faculties 
we poſſeſs, our Creator muſt not have de- 
ſigned us for much nobler Purpoſes. If 
this appears probable, will it not be natural 
tor you to wiſh to be informed, what no- 
bler Purpoſes? And will not this almoſt 
neceſſarily induce you, to conſult the Opi- 
nions of Men of Wiſdom and Penetration, 
who have delivered their Thoughts upon 


this intereſting Subject? 
48 | But 
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But here you are ready to reply at once, 
that you have formerly done fo, and exa- 
amined many Books of Religion, but with- 
out reaping any Benefit from them.—T his 
I can eaſily believe, becauſe it is very pro- 
bable, you took them in Hand, when you 
was in full Purſuit of Pleaſure; and per- 
haps with no other Intent than to turn them 
into Ridicule; at leaſt with a full Reſolu— 
tion of not altering your Habit of Life, 
whatever Arguments you might find to the 
Contrary, Now with this Diſpoſition of 
Mind it is natural to imagine you would 
ſoon give over the diſagreeable Purſuit, 
telling your Friends, that you had made a 
diligent Search into all that can be ſaid in 
favour of Religion, and muſt confeſs you 
have received no manner of Satisfaction. 
Indeed it would be next to a Miracle, if 
you ſhould. Be prevailed upon then to 
have recourſe to theſe Books once more, 
the Mind being now cool, and ſoftened 
with Afflictions; and be aſſured, they will 
leave a very different Impreſſion, For it 
has pleaſed Gop to afford us ſuch convinc- 
ing Proofs of the Tru of our holy Reli- 
gion, that no Man, I am perſuaded, who 


fits down to the Examination with a fincere 
Deſire 
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Deſire of being inſtructed, will ever riſe up 
diſſatisfied. 

But it is not my Deſign to enter into this 
Subject at large—all I am aiming at, is, to 
induce you, under your preſent Circum- 
ſtances, to apply to ſome of thoſe excellent 
Treatiſes, wherein theſe Points are fully 
conſidered, and to reſolve to act according 
to the Reſult of your beſt Enquiries. Fhe 
happy Conſequence of which will be, that 
you will experience a Satisfaction to which 
you have hitherto been a Stranger: And: 
thus, what now appears to you the greateſt 
of all Calamities, will be converted into a 
real Bleſſing. Henceforward the whole 
Plan of your Conduct will be different; for 
inſtead of the Arts and Tricks you have 
hitherto practiſed, you will make it your 
ſincere Endeavour to give ample Satisfac-- 
tion to all thoſe you have injured : You wilt 
confine your Expences within due Bounds: 
You will ſeek for your Enjoyment in do- 


meſtick Lite with your Family at Home, 
and not in riotous Excurſions with your- 


diſſipated Companions Abroad: In ſhorr,, 
in all your Actions you will have a View to 


what is to follow hereafter, vpon a tho- 
| rough: 
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rough Conviction that nothing can be of ſo 
much Importance as ſecuring the Favour 
of Him, upon whom our whole Happi- 
neſs muſt depend. And thus, you will 
have abundant Reaſon to ſay frequently 
with the Pſalmiſt - It is good for me, 
* that I have been in Trouble; for before 
* I was afflicted, I went wrong, but now 
* have I learned to keep the Command- 
ments of my Gov.“ 


I ſhall next apply myſelf to You, who are 
under Impriſonment for ſmall Crimes. 
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confined for ſmall Offences. 


OU that come under this Claſs, are for 
the moſt part raw and unexperienced 
Youth, who, not aware of the Conſequen- 


oe ces, have been drawn in by older Offend- 


ers, to commit thoſe Crimes, tor which you 
71) are 
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are now impriſoned. It is very difficult to 
bring you to a true Senſe of your Faults, 
becauſe being void of all Principles of Re- 
ligion and Morality, you act under no other 
Influence, than the Dread of Puniſhment, 
which, if you can eſcape, you are perfectly 
eaſy as to every Conſideration beſides. 
Now as the Offences you have commit. 
ted, are not very glaring Ones, or have not 
been repeated, Regard will moſt probably 
be had to your Years, and you will, after 
proper Chaſtiſement, be diſmiſſed from 
theſe Walls. Happy ſhould I eſteem my- 
ſelf, could I ſay ſomething, that might in- 
_ - duce you to reform your Behaviour when 
you are gone from hence, and incline you 
to become good Men. I am well aware, 
the Undertaking is a very unpromiſing 
One: — I will however attempt it. 
Be aſſured then, that beſides the Puniſh- 
ment inflicted on you by the Judge, you 
have much more to fear in another World 
from Almighty Gop, who made you: For 
you have offended againſt Him, as well as 
againſt the Laws of your Country ; and the 
Moment you die, then be ns a Torment, 


that will laſt for ever and ever, unleſs you 
make 
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make your Peace with Him, before you 
depart hence. Now, the Way to do this, 
muſt be by ſincerely repenting of what 18 
paſt, and leading a new Life for the future: 
In which Caſe Gop will forgive you for the 
Merits of our Saviour JE sus CHRIST. 
But before I urge theſe Conſiderations 
in their full Force, I will lay before you the 
Conſequences of your preſent Conduct in 
regard to this World, point out the Diffi- 
culties you mult expect to meet with, if you 
ſhall be prevailed upon to reform, and en- 
deavour to ſhew you the beſt Method of 


overcoming them. 

What brought you at firſt into this un- 
happy Courſe of Lite, was your Averſion to 
Work : For having long accuſtomed your- 
ſelf to Idleneſs, you was almoſt under a Ne- 
ceſſity of Stealing to ſupply the Cravings 
of Hunger; and unhappily falling into the 
Company of very wicked and abandoned 
Men, you was perſuaded by them that you 
might ſafely venture, without any Danger 
of being detected; and by this Means you 
have been induced to commit the Crime for 
which you are now to ſuffer; and great 


Fear is there, as I oblerved, that when you 
| are 
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are releaſed from hence, you will purſue the 
ſame Courſe, till at length you are con- 
demned to a ſeverer Puniſhment, | 

For , In this very Place in which you 
are now confined, you will meet with many, 
who will uſe all poſſible Arguments to per- 
ſuade you to perſiſt — they will commend 
your Dexterity, and induce you to think, 
that your having been detected was a meer 
Accident, that may not happen again — 
they will tell you, they themſelves have 
known many (which undoubtedly is abſo- 
lutely falſe) who have long ſubliſted in 
this Way, and were never diſcovered; and 
therefore why ſhould not you hope for the 
ſame good Luck? But ſuppoſing theſe Diſ- 
courſes make no Impreſſion upon you, 
(which is almoſt too favourable a Suppoſi- 
tion) ſuppoſing you conceive ſuch an Hor- 
ror for a Priſon, that when once you eſcape 
from hence, you are reſolved to do nothing, 
that may be the Means of bringing you 
hither again; yet there will be great Dan- 
ger of your being ſtaggered in your Reſo- 
lutions merely from the Difficulty of pro- 
curing a Subſiſtence; for, you being deſ- 
titute of Character, good People will hardly 


venture 
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venture to employ you: And, Hunger be- 
coming ſharp, and your old Companions 
not failing to renew their Solicitations, and 
you yourſelf having forgot the Miſeries of 
a Priſon, you may too eaſily be drawn in 
to engage once more, and fo finiſh a ſhore 
and miſerable Lite by-an infamous Death. 
To avoid this, keep up the Impreſſion, 
which the Horror of your Confinement has 
ence made, as freſh as you can upon your 
Mind; and reſolve to ſubmit to any Drudg- 
ery, rather than incur the like Miſery again. 
And although you muſt be contented to 
undergo Hardſhips at firſt, yet take Cou- 
rage, and be aſſured, that if it once appears 
you are really reformed, there are many 
who will take a Pleaſure in befriending 
you: And you yourſelf after ſome Expe- 
rience will find ſuch a Satisfaction in your 
new Way of Life, compared with your 
former, that you will have leis and leſs In- 
clination to return. You will often recol- 
lect, that whilſt you was engaged in bad 
Courſes, you had a conſtant Terror upon 
your Mind, for fear of a Diſcovery ; and 
that the moſt you could boaſt of, was ſome 


Hours of Riot and Debauchery, which how- 
I ever 
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ever were always intermixed with Jealouſies 
and Suſpicions, and frequently ended in 
Quarrels and Bloodihed : And when theſe 
Moments of Jollity were paſt, great Un- 
eaſineſs for the moſt part enſued, you not 
knowing ſometimes where to procure the 
next Morſel of Bread. Young as you are, 
you cannot but confels this has frequently 
been your diſtreſſed Situation. 

Now theſe Terrors, and this Dread of 
ſtarving, you will happily be delivered from: 
You will be under no Neceſſity of lurking 
in obſcure Corners, and ſhunning the Face 
of Man: You will lie down to your  Reft 
undiſturbed at proper Seaſons, and riſe re- 
freſhed and chearful: You will make to 
yourſelf real Friends, who will be ready to 
ſhew you Kindneſs in Caſes of Diſtreſs, in- 
ſtead of thoſe wicked and pretended Friends, 
who were formerly your Companions, and 
who, after the molt ſolemn Proteſtations, 
would have felt no Remorle in taking away 
your Lite. | 

There are two particular Directions I 
would wiſh you to bear in Mind, as what 
I am convinced will be of great Service : 
The one is, That as ail Labour will at firſt 

be 
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be very irkſome, on account of long diſuſe, 
inſomuch that you will think it almoſt im- 
poſſible to ſubmit to it for a Continuance, 
and thereby be tempted perhaps to give it 
over; you would only be prevailed upon 
to perſiſt for a Time, aſſuring yourſelf that 
Habit will render it eaſier and eaſier, till at 
length it will ceaſe to be irkſome. The 
other is; By no Means aſſociate with your 
old Companions: Flee from them directly, 
if you meet them, and enter into no Parley 
with them: There will be very little Pro- 
bability of your reclaiming them, and much 
Danger of their enticing you back to your 
old Courſes. 


I will now apply myſelf to you in a re- 
ligious Conſideration. 


1488 obſerved that the Offences you have 
been guilty of, have been committed againſt 
Go, as well as the Laws of your Country; 
and that, what you have to fear from Him, 
is much mote terrible than what you can 
ſuffer from the Sentence of the Judge: 

Know then aſſuredly, that we do not lie 
down to die like the Beaſts, and periſh for 


ever; 
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ever; but we muſt riſe from the Grave to 
give an Account of our Works; at which 
Time, all thoſe who ſhall be found to have 
done good, ſhall go into everlaſting Life, 
but Evil-doers into everlaſting Fire. It is 
eaſy to foretel what your Doom muſt have 
been, had you gone on in parſuing thoſe 
Courſes you have lately followed. As it 
is, you have a bleſſed Opportunity afforded 
you, of making yourſelf happy in this Life, 
and everlaſtingly. happy in the next; and 
that is, by becoming a ſincere good Chril- 
tian. What is requiſite to form this excel- 
lent Character, you will eaſily learn from 
ſome of thoſe yaluable Books of Piety, 
which are now in almoſt every one's Hands; 
and which will very fully inform you (from 
the Sei ptures) in the true Nature of a Chriſ- 
tian's Duty. However if you are at a Loſs, 
conſult ſome worthy Clergyman, who will 
take a Pleaſure in inſtructing you. The 
ſhort and plain Advice I hall give you, is 
as follows. In the firſt Place, have re- 
courſe to your Catechiſm, and read it thro? 
with great Care and Attention, conſidering 
it is an excellent Guide to inſtruct you both 


what you are to practiſe, and what to be- 
lieve 
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lieve in order to Salvation;—next, procure 
a Morning and Evening Prayer, and refolve 
to uſe them conſtantly, with the greateſt - 
Earneſtneſs you are capable of, as knowing 
you are ſpeaking before Almighty Goo, 
who ſeeth the Heart, and will hear or reject 
you according to your Sincerity. - On the 
Sabbath, let no Conſideration whatever pre- 
vent you from attending Go p's publick 
Worſhip ; for, beſides it being your indiſ- 
penſable Duty ſo to do, as it is a Day of 
Leiſure, if you are not employed in good 
Works, you will be almoſt unavoidably 
drawn away by idle Companions to engage - 
in bad Ones; for it is univerſally acknow- 
ledged, that there is no ſurer Inlet into all 
Manner of Wickedneſs than the Breach of 
the Sabbath.—In all your Undertakings in 
Life, make the ſincere Deſire of pleaſing 
God, your conſtant Rule; venture upon 
no one Action that your Conſcience tells 
you He will not approve of: Thus, you will 
preſerve your Conſcience your Friend, which 
will give you more Comfort than the Riches 
of the whole World. —If at any Time you 
are ſurpriſed into Sin, have no Peace with- 


in yourſelf till you have ſincerely repented, 
| and 


1 PRISONERS. 26 
and aſked Forgiveneſs for the Sake of Jz- | 
sus CHRIST. And upon the whole, be aſ- 
ſured, if you can be prevailed upon to pro- 
ceed in this bleſſed Courſe to the End, you 
will experience. as much Happineſs as this 
tranſitory Life is capable of affording, with 
this additional Satisfaction, that you have a 
Promiſe from Gop, who cannot deceive 
you, of being completely happy with Him 
to all Eternity. A thouſand and ten thou- 
ſand Times will you break forth into Rap- 
tures of the ſincereſt Gratitude for his Good- 
neſs in giving you Grace to ſee your Error 
before it was too late; for that otherwiſe 
you might long ago have been in the Num- 
ber of thoſe, to whom it would have been 
good never to have been born. 


I ſhall in the laſt Place apply myſelf to 
You, that now lie uncer Sentence of Death. 


„ 
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An EXHORTATION to Marzracrons 
convicted of Capi tal Crimes „ and con- 
demmed to die. 


B E aſſured, I have a moſt tender Feeling 
for the Horror you muſt neceſſarily 


labour under; for although the Sentence 


that has juſt now paſſed upon you, was no 
more than you had reaſon to expect, yet I 
am very ſenſible, that when it comes to be 
pronounced in an awful Manner by the 
Judge, it cannot fail of ſtriking Terror into 
the ſtouteſt Heart alive. But as ſoon as 
the Alarm is in ſome part gone over, and 
your Spirits are a little recovered from the 
Dejection you have been thrown into, then 
I would earneſtly wiſh you to attend to what 
J have to offer; and I have good Hope, 
that by the Aſſiſtance of Gop's Grace, it 
may bring you real Comfort. 

Firſt, Be thoroughly perſuaded, that, had 
you been cut off in the Midſt of thoſe Crimes 
you have committed, you would at this In- 

3 g ſtant 


to: PRISONERS, T <7 
ſtant have been undone, paſt Redemption. 
For it is an undoubted Truth, as I have juſt 
now obſerved to younger Offenders, . that 
Almighty Gop has placed us in this World 
with a View to the next, and that, accord- 
ing to our Behaviour here we ſhall be happy 
or miſerable for ever hereafter : It is like- 
wiſe equally true, that this Life 1s our. only 
Trial, and that, when we depart hence, our 
Doom is fixed to all Eternity. This being 
undeniably the Caſe, you, according to what 
is paſt, can have no Expectation of Mercy: 
All your Hopes muſt depend upon your 
Manner of employing this ſhort Interval 
of Time, that remains between the preſent 
Hour, and the Day of your Suffering: And, 
bleſſed be God, ſhort as it is, if rightly im- 
proved, it may produce the moſt happy 
Conſequences. This is the great Point I 
am aiming at, to prevail with you, not to 
loſe the Opportunity of ſtill reconciling 
yourſelf to GOD. How this important 
Work is to be performed, the Clergyman, 
who attends the Priſon, will be beſt able to 
adviſe you, becauſe you can make known 
to him your particular Caſe, and lay open 
your whole Life; whereby he will be capa- 
ble 
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Guilt in its true Colours, and inſtru you 
in the Nature of real Repentance. Only 
let me exhort you to apply to him moſt ſe- 
riouſty, with an earneſt Deſire of being 
faved. As for the Sorrow you now feel 


for what is come upon you, do not miſtake 
this for real Repentance: It may produce 


real Repentance; but, moſt probably, it is 
at preſent no more than what the moſt 
abandoned Wretch upon Earth, who has 
no Senſe of Religion, muſt feel, when he 
knows he is to die. Godly Sorrow is of a 
quite different Nature; it produces a pierc- 
ing Uneaſineſs and Compunction of Heart 
for having abuſed the infinite Goodneſs of 
Gop, not unlike what one of a generous 
Temper will feel, for behaving ungratefully 
to his beſt Benefactor. If you perceive any 
Thing like this ariſing in your Mind, then 
there is the moſt promiſing Hope that you 
may become a ſincere Penitent. To which 


End, theſe following plain Directions will 


not a little contribute. 

1. From the Moment of your Condemna- 

tion caſt away all Dependence upon a Par- 

don. It is an Act of cruel Kindneſs in 
thoſe 


4 — 
T = p * 
« > l 
4 - 


thoſe who attend upon condemned Perſons 
to endeavour to ſupport their Spirits by in- 
timating the Hopes of a Pardon, when at 
the ſame Time they are convinced there is 
not the leaſt Room to expect it; and the 
poor Convicts themſelves, although they 
know the ſame likewiſe, are too eaſily in- 
duced to give Credit. Whilſt your Mind 
is agitated between Hope and Fear, it is 
rendered unfit for preparing for your great 
Change, You will certainly find more 
Safety, if not more Eaſe, in concluding all 
Expectations of a Pardon groundleſs, and 
conſidering yourſelf as a Man who has no 

longer any Concerns with this World, 
Next, be prevailed upon to refrain from 
all Exceſs whatever. It is preſumed in- 
deed that Care is now taken in all Priſons 
to prevent ſuch Intemperance : But where 
a Supply of Money is not wanting, the ut- 
moſt Care will frequently be to no Purpole, 
The Reſtraint muſt come from yourſelf, 
eſpecially, as there will be always ſome at 
hand who will endeayour to perſuade you, 
that more than ordinary Recruits are now 
neceſſary, whilſt others will laugh at your 
Abſtemiouineſs, as a Mark of Fear and 
B Cowardice. 


* - 1 * — 4 oth. * F 2 » 
- 1 — 0 ö * y RA * | 
bk . 2 . * N 
4% PRISONERS. 23 


oo Co * 


26 A Sericus EXHORTATION 


Cowardice. Have the Courage to diſre- 
gard them, and be aſſured that any Attempt 
to drown your Uneaſineſs by drinking to 
Exceſs, would be as fruitleſs as it is ſinful. 


If you drink to the higheſt degree of In- 


toxication, the Moment your Senſes return, 


your Uneaſineſs will return with a tenfold 


Horror. It might be wiſhed perhaps, that 
you could be perſuaded to receive no more 
Nouriſhment than what is ſufficient juſt to 
ſupport Life. However, be this as it will, 


by all Means avoid Indulgencies; this being 


the moſt likely Method of preſerving that 


equal Temper of Mind, that is beſt ſuited 
to your preſent Circumſtances. 

I will not ſo much as ſuppoſe, that you 
can entertain any bad Deſign of ſhortening 
thoſe few Days you have to live, by a vo- 
luntary Death. I beieech you think, what 
would this do for you? It would certainly 
plunge you at once into Tortures, infinitely 
turpaſſing what you at preſent endure, add- 
ing the Guilt of Self. Murder to the Load 
of your other Crimes, and depriving you 
of all Poſſibility of repenting. 

Prevent the Viſits of your Companions, 
as much as is in your Power, unleſs you 

have 
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have any Hopes, by warmly repreſenting 
what you now feel, of reclaiming them 
from their evil Courſes : Otherwiſe, to ſay 
no worſe of ſuch Viſits, they will take up 
too much of that precious Time, that ought 
to be better employed. Even in regard to 
thoſe who are included in the ſame Sentence 
with you, unleſs they appear to have the 
ſame earneſt Deſire with yourſelf of re- 
conciling themſelves to Gon, it would be 
better not to join in Converfation with 
them, Nay, I will go ſtill farther, and ſay, 
that it were to be wiſhed that even your 
near Relations would not think it incum- 
bent upon them to viſit you, unleſs they are 
Perſons of a ſerious Turn of Mind, who 
will heartily join with you in Prayer: As 
for all Expreſſions of Sorrow and Concern, 
which they may ſhew upon the Occaſion, it 
is much to be recommended to them to 
forbear; ſuch Lamentations can ſerve no 
good Purpole ; they will only tend to tor- 
ment them, and unſettle you: —In ſhort, 
nothing, if poſſible, ſhould be done or 
thought of, bur how to prepare to appear 

in the Preſence of Gov. 
Follow very exactly the Directions of 
your ſpiritual Guide, as well when he is 
B 2 abſent, 
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abſent, as preſent, and do not think, as is 
the Caſe of too many, that if you attend to 
his Prayers and Admonitions, juſt whulſt 
he is with you, nothing more 1s required 
until be returns again. Every Moment of 
your Time 1s precious ; the whole ſhould 
be employed in one conſtant Preparation 
for your great Change. 

Take his Directions likewiſe in regard to 
making Reſtitution, either to thoſe you 
have injured in private, or to the Publick 
in general, by diſcovering your Accom- 
plices. He, by knowing your particular 
Situation, will be the beſt Judge of what 
is moſt proper to be done. All I ſhall ſay 
to you upon this Head, is, do not let a 
Senſe of falſe Honour, or an ill judged 
Tenderneſs prevent you from complying 
with what you are directed to do; you 
ought certainly to have no other Concern 
but to pleaſe Gop, and to uſe your utmoſt 
Endeavours to procure his Favour. 

Laſtly, As to forgiving thoſe who have 
been the Means of detecting you, or others 
who may have injured you, doubtleſs your 
ſpiritual Monitor will be very particular in 


exhorting you to this Duty, before he ad- 
miniſters 
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miniſters the bleſſed Sacrament to you, and 
therefore I ſhall not think it neceſſary to 


enlarge upon it. 


And now upon the Whole: If you have 
once a thorough Conviction upon your 
Mind of what Importance the Salvation of 
your Soul is, you will deem it the greateſt 
of Mercies, that Gop has been pleaſed to 
bring you to a due Senſe of the Heinouſneſs 
of your Tranſgreſſions, and to afford you- 
this bleſſed Opportunity of humbling your- 
ſelf in his Sight, before he ſummoned you- 
to his awful Tribunal, knowing, as I ob- 
ſerved to you, that 1f you had been cut off 
in the Midſt of your Crimes, you mult have. 
been loſt and undone for ever. And be- 
lieve me, a Senſe of this ſignal Mercy in. 
Gop will give a different Appearance to 
this whole Scene, and carry you through 
amazingly. Even the Diigrace of becom- 
ing a publick Spectacle, and the. Pain of 
dying, will loſe their Terror, whilſt you are 
ſupported with the bleſſed Hope of having 
made your Peace with God. Now this 
Hope you cannot fail to enjoy to your ut- 
molt Wiſhes, when you conſider that Gop's 
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Mercy is declared to be without Bounds to 
all returning Sinners; and that our bleſſed 

Saviour aſſured the penitent Thief upon 
the Croſs, he ſhould that very Day be with 
him in Paradiſe: Therefore, if your Re— 
pentance has been ſincere, you can enter- 
tain no Doubt of Forgiveneſs through the 
Merits of Jesus Cui. 


But laſtly, If after all there ſhould be any 
among you, whom nothing that can be 
urged will move to Repentance (which 
Gor in his great Goodneſs forbid !) I can- 
not ſatisfy mylclt in concluding, before I 
intimate, in few Words, what will probably 
be your wretched Caſe, You will waſte 
theſe few remaining Days in a Manner al- 
moſt too ſhocking to relate: At ſome 
Times you will vent the moſt dreadful 
Curſes vpon yourſelf for your Folly ; —at 
other Times you will utter the moſt horrid 
Oaths and Blaſphemies, and call down Im- 
he precations upon the Heads of all thoſe who 
have been inſtrumental in bringing you to 
Wuſtice ;—at all Times, if it is poſlible to 
eee. you will have recourſe to intem- 

1 Ws s—4n when at length the 
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fatal Hour is come, you will either be ſtruek 
with the fooliſh Vanity of appearing to die 
courageouſly, for which Purpoſe you will 
put on a forced Reſolution, or you will go 
off ſullen and moroſe. 

What is to follow the Moment your 
Eyes cloſe here, is beyond Deſcription — 
Agonies inexpreſſible to all Eternity, 

Gop Almighty grant, you may be pre- 
vailed upon to prevent this by a deep and 
hearty Repentance, 


6 


T HAVE not added any Forms of Prayer 
for penitent Sinners, becauſe J am deſi- 
rous of prevailing with thoſe for whoſe 
Uſe this Addreſs is intended, as ſoon as 
they are brought to a due Senſe of their 
Condition, to apply themſelves to the 
Clergyman that attends the Priſon, who 
will doubtleſs put into their Hands ſuch 
as are beſt adapted to their particular 
Caſes, I have however added a general 
Prayer for Pardon, that may be uſed by 
all Penitents “. 
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* The following religious Treatifes, very proper for the 
Perufal of Prifoners during ther Confinement, and likewife 
for ſuch of them, as after being releaſed, all have a fincere 
Defire of reforming their Lives, are among many others which 
are recommended by the Society for promoting Chril- 
tian Knowledge: 


Mr Kettlewell's Addreſs to Priſoners confined for 


Crimes. 


Addreſs to Priſoners confined for 


Debt. 


Companion for the Penitent, 
Trial and Judgment of the Soul, 
The Great Importance of a Religious Life, 

The Chriſtian Monitor, 


A PRAYER 


A PRAYER for @a PENITENT. 


Logd, I am not worthy to lift up my 

polluted Eyes unto Thee. But whi- 
ther ſhould a Wretch overwhelmed with 
Guilt and Miſery look, but unto the Foun- 
tain of Mercy? Whither, but to Him, 
whoſe Property it is always to forgive 
and, who deſireth not the Death of a Sin- 
ner, but inviteth the greateſt Offenders to 
repent and be ſaved. O Lon p, it is with 
the utmoſt Shame and Confuſion of Face I 
now proſtrate myſelf before Thee. I have 
no Plea to offer in my Excuſe, but build all 


my Hopes of Pardon upon thine infinite 
Mercies in CRAISH JESsus. I know, if Thou 
ſeeſt me ſincerely contrite, Thou wilt have 
Compaſſion, and forgive. O Lorp, I do 
acknowledge my Vileneſs with the deepeſt 
Sorrow — I do condemn myſelf with the 
bittereit Agony. I confeſs, that I deſerve 
nothing leſs than thy ſevereſt Judgments, 
But, alas! great as the Miſery I now la- 
bour under is, I have too much Reaſon to 
fear it may ſoon be forgotten, . unleſs Thou 


ſhalt be pleaſed to ſtrengthen me with the 
Aſſiſtance 
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fore, gracious Lok p, that the Senſe of my 
preſent Wretchedneſs may never depart 
from my Thoughts, till it has wrought in 
me a deep and laſting Repentance, and 
rendered me a fit Object for thy Mercy in 
CHRIST Jesus. And this I beg for the 
Sake of the ſame bleſſed Jesvs, in whoſe 
Name and Words I conclude my imperfect 
Prayer : 


Our Father, which art in Heaven, Hal- 
lowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy Will be done in Earth, as it is in 
Heaven. Give us this Day our daily 
Bread. And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as 
we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. 
And lead us not into Temptation, but de- 
liver us from Evil: For thine is the King— 
dom, and the Power, and the Glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 


Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit. Grant there 
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